Congress of the United States

Washington, BE 20515
May 9, 2025
The Honorable Mike Simpson The Honorable Chellie Pingree
Chairman Ranking Member
Subcommittee on Interior, Environment, Subcommittee on Interior, Environment,
and Related Agencies and Related Agencies
House Committee on Appropriations House Committee on Appropriations
Washington, D.C. 20515 Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Chairman Simpson and Ranking Member Pingree:

The National Park Service (NPS) serves an essential role connecting both Americans and international
visitors to our exquisite environment, our national past, and each other. The NPS is responsible for
safeguarding the irreplaceable magnificent natural wonders and significant historical and cultural
resources of our nation. As members of Congress who care about America’s national parks and their
cultural, natural, historic, recreational and economic importance, we appreciate the investments the
Appropriations Committee has made in the NPS to date. Now more than ever, we express our strong
support for robust funding for NPS operations in Fiscal Year (FY) 2026.

Each unit managed by the National Park Service is unique, and all 433 throughout the country need
Congress’ support to thrive. Units like Rocky Mountain National Park and the Great Smoky Mountains
National Park are some of the most visited, and feature alpine lakes, mountain peaks, and diverse wildlife.
There are units like City of Rocks National Reserve and Acadia National Park that preserve outstanding
rock formations, islands and beaches. Some units preserve historic battlefields like Antietam National
Battlefield or Minute Man National Historical Park and educate visitors about combat that shaped our
nation. There are units like the Carlsbad Caverns and Mammoth Cave that are treasures above the ground
and caverns below that include the world’s longest known cave system.

There are units like Mount Rainier and Voyageurs National Parks that are known for alpine rivers, lush
forests, hot springs, lakes, and rivers. Some units preserve our nation’s deserts like Joshua Tree and Death
Valley National Parks, while other units preserve tundra, forests, and glaciers like Denali, Sequoia, and
Glacier National Parks. Others preserve, interpret and commemorate difficult chapters in our history, such
as Birmingham Civil Rights National Monument and Manzanar and Sand Creek Massacre National
Historic Sites. And there are some that are based in our urban cities, like the Paterson Great Falls National
Historical Park, which preserves the humble beginnings of the industrial revolution that changed the face
of the United States.

National parks deserve robust funding support in part because they are central to the quality of life and
tourism economies of countless rural communities. With more than 80 percent of Americans living in
urban areas, it is also critical that our national parks are vibrant so that visitors in all types of communities
can experience their benefits. Federal investments are needed to support the conservation of these
important national lands and historic features that were designated for their cultural and historic
significance, scenic and environmental attributes, and educational and recreational opportunities.



Thanks to previous investments, the NPS is an important driver of economic activity for communities
across our nation. In 2023, 325 million national park visitors spent more than $26 billion in local gateway
regions, supporting 415,000 jobs and $55.6 billion in total economic output. Put simply, for every dollar
Congress invests in the NPS, more than $15 in economic activity is generated for our economy.

Operating and maintaining the National Park System is an important responsibility for the federal
government. The investments made in the operation and maintenance of national parks in FY26 would
support visitor and volunteer programs, day-to-day maintenance and repairs, historic resource protection,
visitor interpretation experiences, wildlife monitoring, recreation management and more. It is especially
important that robust funding be provided for all national park units so that they can meet their mission to
protect irreplaceable natural and cultural resources and provide for safe and inspiring experiences for park
visitors. With now record visitation of almost 332 million recreation visits in 2024 and the challenge of
significant understaffing of our parks, they need your support now more than ever.

We recognize and thank you for your ongoing efforts to support our national parks. These funds protect
our heritage, improve the visitor experience and contribute to robust tourism that fuels the American

economy. Thank you for your time and attention to our request. We look forward to working together to
build on your long-standing support for the NPS.
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