@Congress of the Wnited States
Washington, BEC 20515

August 13, 2025

President Donald J. Trump

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20500

Dear President Trump:

Your administration’s actions are increasing the likelihood that Americans will die from extreme
weather events.

Americans are reeling from the devastating impacts of flash floods in New Mexico, Texas, and
North Carolina, and those are only the more recent cases. Natural disasters will continue to
happen, and yet your administration has moved aggressively to increase the suffering caused by
extreme weather events.

*  You have fired National Weather Service (NWS)', Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA), National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA)" and
United States Geological Survey (USGS) staff who model and monitor extreme weather,
create flood maps, and respond to natural disasters.”

¢ Your administration has effectively cancelled federal support for flood mitigation
nationwide: You announced an intention to eliminate the bipartisan Building Resilient
Infrastructure and Communities (BRIC) program enacted in your first term, which is a
cornerstone of our nation’s hazard mitigation strategy to reduce disaster risk and prepare
for disasters before they strike’; pulled funding from the Flood Mitigation Assistance
program for 2025 and removed application access; as well as stopped approving new
allocations from the Hazard Mitigation and Grant Program."

¢ Under your direction, FEMA has denied federal assistance for tornadoes in Arkansas

(approved after an appeal)*, flooding in West Virginia (some approvals after appeal), a
windstorm in Washington state, and flooding in western Maryland and Oregon." FEMA
also has refused North Carolina’s request for an extension of federal relief and delayed
relief to Virginia, as recovery efforts from Helene continue.™ And the Administration has
yet to fulfill the full federal disaster relief funding request for the devasting fires in Los
Angeles, and has slowed releasing funds for any FEMA spending over $100,000 until the
Secretary personally signs off.*

¢ Interior has announced the closure of 25 USGS scientific centers that monitor waters for
flooding and drought, which helps inform NWS flood warnings *

e FEMA also laid off contractors after their contracts expired on July 5, leaving nearly two-
thirds of calls to its disaster assistance line unanswered in the critical days after the recent
flooding disasters that have left more than 100 dead.™"
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¢ The elimination of USAID resulted in delayed deployment or no deployment of elite
urban search and rescue teams to help disaster survivors.™

*  Your Administration also rolled back the Federal Flood Risk Management Standard,
which required federal agencies to consider flooding risk for infrastructure projects that
receive federal funds and locate them outside of low-lying, flood-vulnerable areas
whenever practicable.

® The Department of Defense planned to cut the National Weather Service off of satellite
weather data at the start of the hurricane season in the Atlantic, leaving hurricane
forecasters without time sensitive information, and a US Army Corps of Engineers sea
level rise calculator has gone offline.*"

* You have also fired the scientists working on the upcoming National Climate Assessment,
which informs the costs of these extreme weather events, what steps can be taken to
mitigate them, and helps states and local government as well as private companies
understand their natural hazard risks and how to mitigate them.*

* You have also, intentionally, spread misinformation about disaster response — both in
North Carolina and Los Angeles.*"

Severe weather events are growing in frequency, severity, and cost, and your Administration’s
actions are making it worse.™" Decisions that add to the human and financial toll of natural
disasters fail the most basic standard of protecting the American people. The broader effort to
weaken federal disaster capabilities, like dismantling FEMA, and shift the burden to already
overextended states is not only willfully negligent but reckless and dangerous. The 5th National
Climate Assessment shows that billion-dollar disasters are increasing in frequency and now
strike every three weeks, costing the U.S. nearly $150 billion annually, not including lives lost
and long-term health and environmental impacts.*" State and local governments lack the
resources, capacity, and technical expertise to meet the scale and speed of today’s escalating
disaster threats without robust federal support.*™ Weakening the federal response doesn’t just fail
to protect people, it actively undermines national preparedness and leaves every community in
America more vulnerable when major disasters strike.

If your Administration is serious about responding to the tragedies of these natural disasters and
saving American lives, it will immediately restore federal employees at the National Weather
Service, FEMA, NOAA, and USGS who are critical to disaster response and preparedness,
restore the scientists working on the National Climate Assessment, reenforce the Federal Flood
Risk Management Standard, and restore and fully fund FEMA and programs like BRIC that
enable communities to prepare for disasters and recover effectively. Immediate restoration of
federal disaster response staff and programs is essential to protect lives and ensure national
preparedness.

Sincerely,
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