Congress of the United States

Washington, BE 20515

August 7, 2026

Roger Klein

Director

Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality
5600 Fishers Lane

Rockville, MD 20857

Dear Director Klein:

We write to request the Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ) Grants
Management Office immediately reverse the mass cancellation of grants issued July 15, 2026.
AHRAQ has a statutory responsibility to support research to improve the quality and effectiveness
of health services for the American people. The cancellation of more than 150 meritorious grants
violates this duty and is likely an illegal impoundment of Congressionally-authorized and
appropriated funds. The Grants Management Office also failed to follow federal regulations
governing the termination of awards. We urge you to realign your Agency with federal law and
the best interests of the American people and reverse these grant cancellations.

On July 15, 2026, AHRQ reportedly sent an estimated 150 cancellation notices to grant
recipients. This action is expected to eliminate more than $200 million in lifesaving healthcare
research that AHRQ funds as the /ead federal agency directing studies into delivering care
efficiently, effectively, and safely. At a time when the United States spends $5.3 trillion on
healthcare annually, accounting for 18% of national gross domestic product, it is shocking that
AHRQ would choose to end its support of that critical research.

Congress consistently authorizes and appropriates federal dollars to AHRQ, and most recently
received $345.38 million in the FY26 Consolidated Appropriations Act, demonstrating bipartisan
support for improving healthcare access, affordability, and quality, including in areas of priority
for AHRQ like rural healthcare, artificial intelligence, and the prevention of healthcare-
associated infections. Examples of canceled research grants include programs to:

¢ Integrate behavioral health services into routine pediatric care offerings.

e Use telehealth to improve access and reduce costs of unscheduled care, making
healthcare more affordable and accessible for the communities who rely most on
telemedicine, including in rural areas.

¢ Improve postpartum care in primary care settings for patients with chronic medical
conditions.

¢ Reduce overuse of antibiotics upon hospital discharge, reducing the well-recognized,
long-term risks of antimicrobial resistance.



The above list is a small sample of the myriad topics addressed through canceled AHRQ grants
that would improve healthcare quality, safety, and cost for the American people.

Withholding federal dollars from grant recipients across nearly 30 states' without seeking
Congressional approval under the Impoundment Control Act of 1974 is likely illegal and
continues what is now a multi-year violation of federal law.” The cancellation notices issued on
July 15 fail to meet basic standards for grant cancellation notices. The notices cite 42 C.F.R. §
67.17(d) and 42 C.F.R. § 67.17(e), styling the notices as “non-awards” of future funding, rather
than cancellations of ongoing research. > However, the notices then assign recipients specific
obligations under 2 C.F.R. § 200.344, which only applies when grants are canceled.* The
authorities to cancel ongoing grants provided under 42 C.F.R. § 67.17 require that specific
factors are taken into account to cancel individual awards, including “the grantee's progress and
management practices and the availability of funds.” Applying blanket language across up to
150 grants covering more than $200 million in awards is not consistent with careful
consideration of individual grantees’ progress or performance.

Given the disastrous impact of these notices, the potential procedural defects in issuing them, and
our concerns surrounding AHRQ’s use of Congressionally-appropriated funds, we ask that you
immediately withdraw these notices and fully fund the grantees that have waited for committed
funds for over a year. Additionally, we ask that you provide Congress with a comprehensive list
of all awards for which notices referenced above have been issued and, for each of the canceled
grants, list grant-specific information regarding the grantee’s progress, management practices,
and other factors considered before issuing the notice. We request an update on AHRQ’s plans to
withdraw these notices, as well as the full list of requested grantee information, no later than
August 21, 2026.

Sincerely,
Donald S. Bey(:} Jr. (#mie Raskin Diana DeGette
Member of Congress Ranking Member Member of Congress
House Committee on the

Judiciary

! Confirmed notices have been sent to recipients in Alabama, Arizona, California, Colorado, Connecticut, Georgia,
Ilinois, Indiana, Louisiana, Maryland, Massachusetts, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, New Hampshire, New
Jersey, New York, North Carolina, Ohio, Oregon, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, Tennessee, Texas, Utah, Virginia,
Washington, and Wisconsin.

2 Letter to GAO Requesting Legal Determination Regarding AHRQ

342 CFR § 67.17 Grant award

*2 CFR § 200.344

®42 CFR § 67.17 Grant award



https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-42/chapter-I/subchapter-E/part-67/subpart-A/section-67.17
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-2/subtitle-A/chapter-II/part-200/subpart-D/subject-group-ECFR682eb6fbfabcde2/section-200.344
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-42/chapter-I/subchapter-E/part-67/subpart-A/section-67.17
https://academyhealth.org/sites/default/files/quill_-_letter_l29483_-_ahrq_gao_impoundment_-_version_1_-_09-22-2025_10-10_am.pdf
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