
March 26, 2026

The Honorable Ken Calvert            The Honorable Betty McCollum
Chairman            Ranking Member
Subcommittee on Defense            Subcommittee on Defense
House Appropriations Committee            House Appropriations Committee
H-405, The Capitol            1016 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515                         Washington, DC 20515

Dear Chairman Calvert and Ranking Member McCollum:

As you consider the Fiscal Year (FY) 2027 Defense Appropriations Act, we respectfully request that the Subcommittee on
Defense appropriate  $110 million to  the  U.S.  Department  of  Defense’s  (DOD’s)  Prostate  Cancer  Research Program
(PCRP) and restore funding to the FY2024 level.

As you know, the FY2025 Continuing Resolution (CR) reduced the Congressionally Directed Medical Research Program
(CDMRP) by almost 60 percent. As a result, there has been a devastating loss of research funding for prostate cancer.
Funded at $75 million under the CR and in FY2026, the program did not fund any new competitive awards, focusing all
of its funding on keeping the prostate cancer clinical trial consortium. In order to help make up ground, we request a
FY2027 appropriation of $110 million for the PCRP within the CDMRP. Researchers will use this funding to develop
treatments that improve outcomes for men with lethal prostate cancer; reduce lethal prostate cancer in African Americans,
veterans, and other high-risk populations; and improve the quality of life for survivors of prostate cancer. With prostate
cancer deaths on the rise, we need your help now more than ever to increase research that will produce tools for earlier
detection and later-stage treatment and save lives.

After more than two decades of progress in reducing prostate cancer deaths, there has been a recent reversal. This year,
prostate  cancer  is  estimated  to  be  the  number  one  diagnosed  cancer  in  the  United  States,  with  over  330,000  men
diagnosed, and more than 36,000 men will likely die from this disease. For men, it is the most diagnosed cancer as well as
the second deadliest cancer (behind lung cancer). Since 2014, the incidence rate for advanced-stage prostate cancer has
increased by about five percent per year. This increase is significant because while prostate cancer has a nearly 100
percent survival rate when caught early, the survival rate drops to 30 percent when the cancer has metastasized. As more
men are diagnosed with late-stage cancer, death rates are increasing. It is estimated that over 500 more men will die this
year of prostate cancer than in 2025, which reflects an increase of 9,000 more deaths when compared to 2017.

Since 1996,  the  House and Senate  Appropriations  Committees  have been instrumental  in  advancing prostate  cancer
research by funding the DOD’s CDMRP for prostate cancer. CDRMP’s administrative structure has demonstrated an
ability to be flexible and quickly adjust responses to changing medical research needs and priorities. The PCRP, which
complements wider NIH basic science efforts, is the gold standard in prostate cancer research and an integral weapon in
the national fight against prostate cancer.

Unlike the NIH, PCRP has clear priorities each year that target gaps in prostate cancer diagnostics, care, and treatment
with an emphasis on meeting the needs of the prostate cancer community. The programmatic review of all proposals
ensures that the government is not spending scarce dollars on duplicative research. This structure works. In the last ten
years, the PCRP has produced three new treatments for metastatic prostate cancer and one new advanced diagnostic.

The PCRP is both effective and relevant to the military. Prostate cancer is the most frequently diagnosed cancer among
male veterans. Service members on active duty also have an incidence rate that is twice that of the general population.
Between 2005 and 2014, prostate cancer accounted for 11.7 percent of cancer diagnoses in active-duty men. In addition, it



is well known that cancer diagnoses among service members or their families have a negative impact on psychological
health and military readiness.

Please join us  in  making prostate  cancer  research,  awareness,  and early detection a  national  health  care  priority  by
ensuring that  adequate resources  are  available for the  DOD PCRP.  We recognize the difficult  task ahead in setting
priorities among many needs, but we appreciate your thoughtful consideration of this request.

Sincerely,

Neal P. Dunn, M.D.
Member of Congress

Sanford D. Bishop, Jr.
Member of Congress

Sharice L. Davids
Member of Congress

Cleo Fields
Member of Congress

Danny K. Davis
Member of Congress

Lloyd Doggett
Member of Congress

Eleanor Holmes Norton
Member of Congress

Terri A. Sewell
Member of Congress

John Garamendi
Member of Congress

Kim Schrier, M.D.
Member of Congress

Suzanne Bonamici
Member of Congress

Richard E. Neal
Member of Congress
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Adelita S. Grijalva
Member of Congress

Bradley Scott Schneider
Member of Congress

Raul Ruiz, M.D. 
Member of Congress

John B. Larson
Member of Congress

Nikema Williams
Member of Congress

Jim Costa
Member of Congress

Val Hoyle
Member of Congress

Emanuel Cleaver, II
Member of Congress

Debbie Dingell
Member of Congress

Jonathan L. Jackson
Member of Congress

Eric Swalwell
Member of Congress

Brendan F. Boyle
Member of Congress

Marc A. Veasey
Member of Congress

Gwen S. Moore
Member of Congress
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Mark DeSaulnier
Member of Congress

James R. Walkinshaw
Member of Congress

Bill Foster
Member of Congress

Deborah K. Ross
Member of Congress

Rick Larsen
Member of Congress

Kevin Mullin
Member of Congress

Sydney Kamlager-Dove
Member of Congress

Robin L. Kelly
Member of Congress

Chrissy Houlahan
Member of Congress

María Elvira Salazar
Member of Congress

Mary Gay Scanlon
Member of Congress

Dan Goldman 
Member of Congress

Julia Brownley
Member of Congress

Scott H. Peters
Member of Congress
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Lucy McBath
Member of Congress

Brian K. Fitzpatrick
Member of Congress

Haley M. Stevens
Member of Congress

Joe Wilson
Member of Congress

Ro Khanna
Member of Congress

Bennie G. Thompson
Member of Congress

Alma S. Adams, Ph.D.
Member of Congress

Frederica S. Wilson
Member of Congress

Jimmy Gomez
Member of Congress

Jim Himes
Member of Congress

André Carson
Member of Congress

Lizzie Fletcher
Member of Congress

Angie Craig
Member of Congress

Yvette D. Clarke
Member of Congress
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Jan Schakowsky
Member of Congress

Stephen F. Lynch
Member of Congress

Ilhan Omar
Member of Congress

Glenn "GT" Thompson
Member of Congress

Brad Sherman
Member of Congress

Diana DeGette
Member of Congress

Josh Riley
Member of Congress

Troy A. Carter, Sr.
Member of Congress

Vicente Gonzalez
Member of Congress

Suhas Subramanyam
Member of Congress

Teresa Leger Fernández
Member of Congress

Summer L. Lee
Member of Congress

J. Luis Correa
Member of Congress

Henry C. "Hank" Johnson, Jr.
Member of Congress
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Lori Trahan
Member of Congress

William R. Keating
Member of Congress

Linda T. Sánchez
Member of Congress

Paul D. Tonko
Member of Congress

Jimmy Panetta
Member of Congress

Delia C. Ramirez
Member of Congress

Rob Bresnahan, Jr.
Member of Congress

Maxine Dexter
Member of Congress

Nydia M. Velázquez
Member of Congress

Brittany Pettersen
Member of Congress

Juan Vargas
Member of Congress

Gabe Amo
Member of Congress

Doris Matsui
Member of Congress

Chris Deluzio
Member of Congress
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Raja Krishnamoorthi
Member of Congress

Andrew R. Garbarino
Member of Congress

Stacey E. Plaskett
Member of Congress

Jahana Hayes
Member of Congress

Sara Jacobs
Member of Congress

Chellie Pingree
Member of Congress

Thomas R. Suozzi
Member of Congress

Aumua Amata Coleman 
Radewagen
Member of Congress

Jason Crow
Member of Congress

Gregory F. Murphy, M.D.
Member of Congress

Shri Thanedar
Member of Congress

Joaquin Castro
Member of Congress

Shomari Figures
Member of Congress

Sarah McBride
Member of Congress
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Max L. Miller
Member of Congress

Ami Bera, M.D.
Member of Congress

Darren Soto
Member of Congress

Donald S. Beyer Jr.
Member of Congress

Sean Casten
Member of Congress

Steve Cohen
Member of Congress

Rashida Tlaib
Member of Congress

Jefferson Van Drew
Member of Congress

Ayanna Pressley
Member of Congress

Robert J. Menendez
Member of Congress

Al Green
Member of Congress

Josh Gottheimer
Member of Congress

Nanette Diaz Barragán
Member of Congress

Dina Titus
Member of Congress
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Mike Thompson
Member of Congress

Jerrold Nadler
Member of Congress

Steven Horsford
Member of Congress

Jared Moskowitz
Member of Congress

Sam T. Liccardo
Member of Congress

Shontel M. Brown
Member of Congress

John Rose
Member of Congress

Kelly Morrison
Member of Congress

Ted W. Lieu
Member of Congress

Kweisi Mfume
Member of Congress

Donald G. Davis
Member of Congress

James P. McGovern
Member of Congress

Jesús G. "Chuy" García
Member of Congress

Roger Williams
Member of Congress
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Christopher H. Smith
Member of Congress

Laurel M. Lee
Member of Congress
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