
My name is Jessica F. Chilin-Hernández, and I am Salvadoran Temporary Protected Status (TPS) Holder. 

In January and February 2001, my birth country of El Salvador experienced two earthquakes – a month 

apart from each other – that utterly devastated every aspect of life in Salvadoran Society. In order to help 

El Salvador reconstruct and get back on its feet, the United States extended TPS status to undocumented 

Salvadorans immigrants already in the U.S. I was one of them.  Created by Congress in the Immigration 

Act of 1990, TPS was meant for people from countries going through environmental disaster and other 

extraordinary and temporary conditions or confronting armed conflict. 

 

While not a perfect solution, TPS gave me the inalienable dignity inherent to all people. I always thought 

of TPS as my greatest blessing, mi gran ámparo. My TPS work permit has provided me with the ability to 

pursue the American Dream by making it possible for me to legally join the workforce. From working at 

Arlington Public Libraries when I was an 8
th
 grader at Swanson Middle School (Arlington, VA), to 

interning at the US Department of Energy when I was a senior at Yorktown High School (Arlington, VA), 

to working at The College of William & Mary (Williamsburg, VA) during my undergraduate studies, TPS 

made work accessible to me. It also allowed for me to file taxes –something that I’ve been doing since I 

was 18 years old. At the moment, I  serve as Assistant Director to Georgetown University’s Kalmanovitz 

Initiative for Labor and the Working Poor engaging questions of workers’ rights and the future of the 

labor movement. Prior to joining the Kalmanovitz Initiative, I was a staffer at Georgetown’s Alwaleed 

Bin Talal Center for Muslim-Christian Understanding working to advance relations between the Muslim 

world and the West and enhance understanding of Muslims in the West.  

 

Since attaining full-time employment, I have been saving to purchase a home in Virginia for my mother. 

This is my greatest dream – the chance to honor my mother’s sacrifice by providing her with a home that 

she can call her own in the state of the Union I love the most. Throughout my time living in the United 

States, I had never thought I’d be faced with the possibility of giving up this dream. Yet on January 8, the 

Trump Administration brought my future and my dreams to a screeching halt, stating that “based on 
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careful consideration of available information, including recommendations received as part of an inter-

agency consultation process, the Secretary determined that the original conditions caused by the 2001 

earthquakes no longer exist.” But anyone who is part of the Salvadoran-American community and 

diaspora knows that the conditions, which render El Salvador unable to receive us, not only continue to 

exist but have gotten worse over the years.  

 

As we have seen in recent years, more and more of our brothers and sisters from the global south have 

had to flee civil war, genocide, economic exploitation, and the environmental effects of climate change – 

and that will almost certainly continue. Efforts have already begun to eliminate other venues for legal 

immigration, and the gradual termination of TPS is unlikely to be the end of the assault on immigrants 

under this Administration. TPS beneficiaries are Black, LatinX, Middle Eastern and Asian. We come 

from Haiti, Syria, Nepal, Honduras, Yemen, Sierra Leone, El Salvador, Somalia, Guinea, South Sudan, 

Nicaragua, Liberia, and Sudan. If naturalized and documented allies do not step up outside of their 

comfort zones to protect all immigrants in this moment of peril, we’ll be forsaking our responsibility to 

ensure that the arc of the moral universe continues to bend toward justice.  

 

As of now, my future is uncertain and my present footing a painful affair. One of the reasons why the end 

of TPS is difficult on me is because I don’t want to be separated from my community in Virginia. 

Leaving the US means leaving them. I am a Virginian through and through; Arlington and Williamsburg 

are my homes.  
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